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V—Soxssons

- Thc first three definite spots in I‘r.mce
to leap mto the g ory of the héadiines in
hnd\-home newm‘mnm &8 the habitats of

American fighting iroops in the lme were |

Lorraine, Toul and Soissons.

T.orraine was a w hole region in xlselt‘,
and merely put “somesvhere in France”
in a geod-sized corner withoul trapping
. it ’J.oul Lhough a.city and therefore a
little more speci
country, rchresented a wide stretch of
front and was itsclf so many kilometers
behind the lines that-ils fame as ascom-
. bat center was somewhat vViearious. -

Soissons was not only a spot to be in-
dicated by o 'pin on the map, but it was
also very much in the war, Auybody
who lived there between the first “receil
of the Germans from ‘the Marne to the
Al¢ne-Hot quite four years ago. “and the
eapture of the city in the end of May of-
fensi\c this year can fell you thdt

Lookmg Down on Cnty

Today, Ameriean troops ou ihe north-
ern'end of the line liat has overrun ihe
Soissons-Chittem-Thierry road can Lok
down into the eity from the heights that
dominate it. Yesterday—or to be exact,
February § 1918 New England di-
vision marehed through Soissons to take
its place in-the line.

Soissons owns the unfortunate distine-
tion of having -been an age-long battle
‘ground.

. YAl Gaul,” wrote- Cuo:u, “ig-divided
~ into three p‘u‘t':. * and his official Roman

communiqué went on {o state that the
Belgae inhabiinted one of the parts, and

that Noviodunum was one of the Belgae
stronghold=. Yoviodunum was Soisson
The Iatter name came from the Sues-
siones, a baitling branch of ihe Belgac
who got their name writien very much
Into Caesar's Commeniaries.

Saw Roman Downfall in Gaul

But it is with Roman downfall rather
than Roman domination that the nawme
ot Soissons is the more closely associated,
the

for it was nerr Soissons ih-)t, in
30:\1‘_4&(» the great king of the N
gian Ifranks, Clovis, a youth, of
literated in one fierce buttie
trace of Itoman uSurpation of Gaul—
- that is, Franee. T
Clovis had the misfortune to be the
father of four sons, among whom his
newly-won . 2alm had to be divided. The
kingdom of the Franks beeame four king-
doms, and one of the four was the king-
dom of Soissons, a bhrond region bounded
Tather hazily by the Seme.kum ()ulux
and the lower Rhine
~  Soissons, then, became ecarly a-
conjure with., Tt was natural
when  the Jast half of the.12th
first half of the 13th centuries

name to
that,
and
W

. eathedral after eathedral towering into!

arduously wronght and magoificent be-
ing in city after eltyy suw rise the grojus
and but res of Rheims,
Chartres, - .
Lady of P»

tself—it was natural tha
. Seissous should be among them. .

Noblcs Repair to Soissons

¥t was {o Soissons that, in 1616, the
rebellions nobles repaired during the
“Ditter quarrel befween them and the
© government during the vegeney of Marie
de Medicis. Louis XHI was king, but
as he was only 13, he not supposed
to count. The nobles were prociaimed
gailty of high treason, Roissons was be-
sieged, nnd fhe downfail of the nobles
seemed imminent when” Concini, coun-
sellor of the queen-miother und regent,

was slain virinally atl the young king's;
The nebles thereupon sped back !

biddir
to Paris, thinking that their power had
returned to them.

do with Soissons. -

In 1789 Soissons became a fortified

city, Torming a part of the Tie de France.
It was still a fortitted cify wihen, on
September 11, 1870, the 13th corpy, of
fhe German armr stood before it And
demanded its sarrender. "

“I will bury myself unuer the cify
walls rather than sarrender,” replied-
Commandaut de Noud.  And the inhabi-
tants, whio had heard from their fathers
and gran fathers the story of the three
- hours® pillage of the city in 1811 at the
hands of a foreign enemy, backed up the
commander in Divoring resistance,. fecble
ihough the garrison wag

Siege Lasts 37 Days

A methodical Prassinn siege began
The Soissonals were counting on the ar-
rival of Bazaine, who was getting him-
self into a frap at Metz, The cily wa
already suffering swhen
ment began on, October 12,

heavy guns plowed up its streets and,
buildings, setfingsa thousand fir sand
kept up their deluge of shell for {hree

days and nights.  The surrender came on
October 16, afler 37 days’ investiture.

s made risoner in Sois-
sons 99 officers and 4633 mon of the
garrison, captured 128 cannon snd made
off with a srrong box containing 192,000
franes., Soissong, when the peace con-
ference sits ofter this war, will have a
little grievance of ils own to air.

A city does not have to be large io be
famons, especinlly when its fame is
spread by an official war report. It is
a tragic destiny for n little fownswhen

specinlly  when,
in the heart of Lattle it finds the right
n disputed by two adver-
sterduy it was only a litfle
== town without a name; toc Lhe whole

universe kanows if. But it no longer

exists.” .
Population Only 10,000
perhaps, of

This is not gnite true,
Soissons. It is not larg
tion. not counting the gar 8
more than 10.000—but it iz perhaps too
big to be wiped quite off the earth even
in such a town-blasting war as the
present,

No story of Soiszens would be com-
plete \\hhout some mouhon of Uxo Sois-
song bean.

Boston baked beans o“e_‘l!mu'
io the way they are cooked, but the
glory of the Soissons bean is more peett-
Yiarly local. It is grown nowhere olse,
either in - Franee or the rest of the
world. It is large, something like our
own lima. and its suceulent peculiarity
is that, though lurge, it is slill fender
and can be eooked after s minimum of
sonking.

If you fail to order at’ least one ros-
bif e soizsons Lefore you leuve Franee,
you will have one ihing less to tell
about. ,

Birthplace of Gallic Chiefs’

Soissons was  the birthplrce of the
Gallic chiefs Diviac and Galba, who

c.Lused Cag considerable trouble; of
the Merovingian kings Caribert, _Chil~
perle, Gontran, Clotaire II and. Sige-

pert, and of Quinguet, inventor of the
smokeless,

that stiil survlvey in l'ho more anclent

and humble ¥French 1
And it is one of the ihousand and one
Jronies of war-that Soissons, with its

proud history, should now have become
a spot that men die for because It is
the junction of three.rail lines and- h-nt
a dozen roads.
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This is the song that

‘We are taking you out
Where lost lanes wand
In the swift release

From the grind where
On o steel shod track,

Out through the night
T This is the song with il

By the only tmd that
To the dreims you left

From the bitter test,

SONG OF THE GUNS'

- Here where the dark steel shines:
‘This is the song with their hig shells winging
Over the German lines—

“We are taking you -home by _r,he shoriest way,
To the land you left in an ancient day,

‘We are bringing you peace

We are taking.you back, - -
We are taking you b.ul\ to IIet'"

This is the song thal our guns keep rourmg

Over the l.uttelcd plaine—
“We are t.xl\m" you home by the on'lv

And the night wind sahg of a lon-'
We ure bringing you xest

From the pits where the great sholh wﬂ?4
- "Phrough {lhe bloody- loam, R

‘We are taking you home,
We are taking you home to Her!”

our guns keep singing,

af this blood and slime

er al {wilight hme,

the gas amm Vlur;

und rain;
heir big shells sonring

will get ycg
wheze thet wk»yu,
Oal,‘ Qn@ ,,

POLITIGAL ISSUES
REFUSE TO RAISE

Non-Partisan Plan Liked,

T But Details Are Hard

to Pin Down

SOCIALISTS PLAN- TO .

No Big Divisions in National Prob-
iems “Around Which Trouble
Can Be Started

By Canre 1o THE STARSAND STRIPEST

AMERICA, August 1.—Were it not
for the war, onr newspaper press would
have had to fall back on the sea ser-
pent siory io pmnd(- nc-\ss during the
past \wol'

woent along so smoothly that
nobody could unearth a single sen$ation
of importance. and all the big news was

news {0 which the public has already

'WHEN THE WoU

NDED COME IN

JTwo soldiers lay side by side in an
evacuation ho~pmu One was # browned,
red headed doughboy with 4 broken ari.
The other’s hoad and face were bap-
dagead so That oniy hxs mouth und chm
twere visible

The doughboy ritised on his pmow smd
surveyed his neighbor.

“8ay, what outfit are rou out of,

" he asked. - “Your mug looks
kind of I‘u’zm ar oand I've been irying
to nlmee nu

10 I, —TInfantry,” said he of
the bandaged bead.

“So am 1. Who tlw dence are you?
*1," said the other, “am the captain.”

There was a bandage over his cye.
“Anything else the maiter with yon?"
ked the surgeon swho was standing be-
stde his sof.

“Well,” he drawled, “I got hit up
thcw near the cye, but that ain’t much.”

“Yos," surgeon, “but

did you get hit um where clse?”

Then he admitied that, come to ihink
of i1, he had &t broken avm, 2 broken leg,
and a bullet in his side.

-~ Ite was smiling, but pale, when ‘they
wheeled him i black haired youth of

rendorty transferred him to a cot after
rhe dovtors had counted seven machine
zun bullet wounds. one in his ankle,
three in his side and three in his chest.
When a Y.AMLC.A. man brought writing
piaper through the ward be took a piece
An attendant
found him dead half an hour later with

- l)mr Mother:

“We mude an attack on the Germans
today and drove them five miles. T am
in & hospital tonight. 1 was slightly
wonnded in the leg.” .

“Oh, I don’'t know,” said the doctor.
“1 paven't been working so hard. [ got
up af four oclock Monday morning, T
hud two hours' sleep Wednesday, I h 1d
three hours’ sleep Friday, aund Sunday

morning at eight o'clovk I went to bed|¥

and had a long rest—eight hours.”

Three wonnds in five minulos—cach of ;3
wound sunpe—\w.ts oue
Infantryman’s record.

“f got a machine ‘gnn bullet in the
stomach,” he explained. "It was about
spent when it hii me.- Fritz was sWool-
o by indirect fire from long range. 1t
just went. through the skin and stuck
there. I squeczed. it out and was just
putting it in my “pocket when 1 got an-
other in the Tex. Lt went right in and-
right out amd didn't Tit the bone. I
hadn't any more than begun to feel it
when a piece of &ln apnel hit me in the
samoe log,

“They ceriainly wore after me, bui
none of the wounds amounts to- ang-
thing, Il be badk for more in three
weeks,” - -

When- you have 20-0dd men, all

ring Red Cross pajamas and all Ty-
ng in lhc same kind of cots, how are
u ;.'omg to tell a l-roudmmn from an
meriean?
“The ¥Frenchmen have mustaches and
o, haven't,” explained one Yank, but
it Isn't always as simple as that,

Kven the narses sometimes got them
} . and address a wounded 6 suagh-
hoy m Freneh in perfectly good faith.:
And every time that happens, the doagh-:
boy gives himself away by trying to talk
French b!l(’k.

A boy who l:ly on his back with a leg

knowing ihat he received it in action.

11e just mixsed getting oné ahead of
time—if you ean Jjust missed” of
anybody In this war who doesn't get
hit.

The Boche was h'\'mw to shell a bat-

tery buf kept dropping them short, In
this way i =hell hit a hounse with Ameri-
cans in it and wounded some of {hem.
Phe rest got ont and spem the night
in the apoen.
. The following night ﬂmr
inio ‘Lie open before the shelling was
due to bogi Next morning thm' went
back., They were pret ve the house
niad been hit Again, beenuse they knew it
had been there and found a few pieces
of brick ‘in the vicinity to prove it

“And right on my blunkeis” said the
boy who lay on'his Luek, “was a big
hink of the shell that did @7

went ont

Three of them had been in one little
roomn for three days, an
Frenchman and an Ialian  Came a Red
Croxs man on the afternoon of the third

< there anyrhing 1 can do for you?
e}

“you
and

Ameriean.
Tong

reptied the
zot an  interpreter.

might.

till smiling when they |

Pto drini.

Ameriean, al

posial service man was mm,o[ a group
who had volunieered their services when
a certain big_ hospital began to be a
railer bas, poL on the ARLF. map not
S0 many 4 since.

They were ot the only non-medical

too sccustomed to cause oxeite-
ment, such as continned ship Iaunching,
increased augnmentation of Amerien’s
armed forces, steady progress in co-
ordinaling industrial efforts and adjust-
ing Iabor and finanecial problems.

. ting o real tion, we tried en-
ergetically to ral zome political sea
serpents. So far the most feeble ser-
pent of all is the political move for non-

partisan  Congressional  elections next
auiumnd . .
Enti rfor the idcu, as purely

volunteers. An Air Service 1 dquart-
ers was represented by a licutenant and
ag mauy demvhmu:ts of amateur litter
bear as therg were men at the head-
aquarters.. And out of somewhere came a
couple of squads of Fngineers, bearing
titter after litter through a maze of
operutm rooms, X-ray rooms, wards
and coumms, and departing. along to-

an idea, is truly vast, but there is some
little difference as to details. At pres-
ent, the Démoeratic idea of the correct
way to eliminate partisanship is for the
Repuhlicuns to refire from {he race,
while the Repullicans think it would be
a much betier idea if the Democrats did
the patriotic relirving. -

ward morning  as unobtrosively and Some Coalitions~Certain
mysteriously as they had eome. AN of Th s ihi . - artios o1
N ; T Qesperrt . e only thing the two parties are
them—Di8. men, Alr Service clerks and onately agreod upon if that the
Engineers—did heir own work, too,!g must be Dbeaten, and un-

every day, fagzged out but l}upp_\'_

Apparcil in French can moean any-i
thing from an airplane (6 a nmnu"-m('-
ture machine, but in. onr hospilals it
nieans only the trellis-like arrangement
over-ihe cot of a patient whose arm or
leg has to be held suspended.

A man laywith™ s Jeft loz en appareil
and his bare feot sticking up info
space, A me(’c ol qmmmﬂ had plerced
his leg.

-Ele kept looking ot f wt bare left foot
fovingly. 1t was the first lmm he bad
seen zt n 40 days.

There is always in.every hospital the

cembarrassed patient-in the center of a

group of idolized wounded from the bat-

tlefield. N

“How ¢id you get hart? was asked

of a depressed individual whose leg was

supported just so by the overhead trol
system. .

“I,” was the disgusted reply, “ran

into a train 200 miles from. the-front.”

Thoere may be room for argument on
the enjoyableness of war, but there isn'g
any doubt in the mind of I'rivate Xyz.
He approves of this one, and of France
E to have it. We'll fef him tell

ed-at —, otherwise
known as thur:)._ Fhere were a million
soda fountains in tewn but net u drop
If you started to call on 2
airl with 2 box of candy under your
arm an AMLP, or a policeman overhauled
rou and made you open the package to,;
rrove that you weren't concealing & hot-,
tle of beer. You couid waik around that!
town for a week agd if“yvour fongue;
hung out it just hung out, that's all,

“Well, we came to Prance apd the
first day here-§ got in front of & moving
{ruck and it put me to «leep. T didn’t
know anything for quite awhile and then
I got to dreaming. I dreamed that somoe-
one was pouring wine between my lips
and T woke up. I woke up to find it
was trie.  She, the person with the wine,
was as preity a lilile French Red Cross
wiurse as 1 ever want fo see. They had
iaken me to n French hospital when 1
wont out and that was where I weke up.

They tried to tell me ihat I bhad beon |

wmulfering, ‘water, waier’ when that
nurse gave me the wine. But 1 know

I never said. that.”

HOTEL

LOTTI

Patronized by -
Americans

7 & 11 Rue de Castiglione

. (Tuileries)

doubtediy there will be at least some
local coalitions here and there for this
i purpose, | -

Such coalitions would assuredly de-
fout Socialist candidates for specific offi-
ces. but the Speialist party is at least
as much interesied in inereasing its vote
as in winning offices, and coalitions may
actunlly help them to gain the former
point, .

They show no intention of raking the
defensive as yet and are aetually pre-
paring for a stiff fight despite the faet
that many Socialist leaders are under
indictment.

As to national issaes, there is so far
o big division on which a fight can be

‘made, Both old parties absolutely agree

on the principles for which. we are a%
war and both vie with each other in
declaring for support of the CGovern-
ment. The suceessful dispateh of a big
army o Burope and the generally ae-
knowledged suceess in practicaliy all the
directidns of our material aelivities,
national and “industrial. have unques-
tiongably greatly minimized as a political
factor any ecampaign fight to be made
on the conduct of {he war

- DKE.

Overseas Bureau and Club
PARIS HEADQUARTERS AND GLUBROOMS
Grand Hotel, Place de I'Opéra

LONDON OFFICE ~
5 Paper Building Inner Temple

”\k*mbcrs of Delta Kappa l‘psxlon
Fr are vsk 1 to d

rooms w
Permanent mail add b:o i
Bxpress

any office o[ the Amer
n 3Burope.
Jamus J\\m.ne:o‘. 11awes, Sceretary.

WALK-OVER

SHOES

34 Boulevard des Ialiens
19-21 Boul. des Capucines

PARIS

Al soldiers are wele
come at the WALK-
OVER Stores, where
they can apply for any
informationandwhere
all possible services of
any kind will be rend-
ered free of charge.

X'ndu Mark

'LYONS, 12 Rue de la République
NAPLES, 215 Via Roma
The WALK-OVER * French Conversation

PARIS

Book™ and Catalogue will be rent gratis
any toldier applying for it

Gaston and I have been trading tobacco

and showing each olher our girls' pie-
fures and saying ‘out’
for three days now, and we've got a lot
to tell cach other if you can get some-
body to help us out.”

1 drew a falt house
the ficst time in fction—two eyes and
& nose—high o\plnsne It may not be
so bad, though. “There's one eye left and
they may save it.  Anghow, I've alwags
wondered if a fellow enjoyed a swmoke
when™ie couldn't see the smoke and I've
found out now. You -enjoy it just the.
same, but yow've got to inhule to find
out, if you're pipe is lighted” -

’ he siid,

“Whoosh ! sald the man on the cof,
or some sound liKe that, waking up out
of his ether sleep minus & machine gun
bullet that he had brought to-the hos-
pite]l with"him. Looking toward the door,
he s:x\\‘ A postal service man on guard.
- he inguired, “have I landed
inoa ;msr ~office o - milway mail teain?”

[ I-‘OR 'E‘H > ENGLISH AND AMERICAN ARMIES )

THE BEST DISHES READY FORUSE
ARE PREPQRED

culel Foti
Ia.goléu

nau aux épinards

; isses & fatemate

Cas..osuleg &2 hitf qux : Chourl. |

Petit Sal % Cho 43

Porc aux Hadfgalf E’daﬁﬁﬁw

fcuton braisé Sardines, ete.

R

=

and ‘s’ and ‘ves'| =

Tea []

Dut it wax pe.l‘outlv all right. The

EAM SODA

as in  America

Place de I'Opéra
. (6 Rue Halevy 6}

Visit our Tea Ro om in OLD DUTG’H sz’yz,z:

XERoomS

“ishavetail, are not in order

FIGHT.

" ETIQUETTE HINTS |
- FOR DGUGHBIWS

Questmns Answered

W. D—Engraved cards. announcing
the fact that you bave just been made 2
and, whai
is more, they entail an expense which n
newir-made shavetail, hard put to it to
rescue funds enough for & wniform and

thin is but il fitted to bear. The
AEF's printing plant will do’all the

neg, announding for you, free of
chatge, through the medium of zeneral

<

Tor special orders; and your bars will do

the rest.

RT.O~The proper wines to serve
with an Army dinner are: With the soup
counrse, soup; with the meat course,
coffee; with the dessert, more coffee if
the tank isn't empiy. Hochdmer and
other wines of CGermanie puarentage
shoulid be studiously avelded, as they
might give offense to some of your more
or less pro-Ally  gue viiich is the
kingd of guest you will ¢ {o got glong
with for a good while over here, more
or

H.—Croquet partic
restful and soothing ¢ rg, but should
be staged with diserelion. amd never
within seven kilos of the front line. If
there are auy people from Philadelphia,
Boston or Brooklyn in the greup you
purpose to entertain, it is belter to sub-
stituie some other mune. as the sight of
ithe old hoops and mallets would make
them unbearably homesiek.

s are extremely

SOLDIERS ,

- Have your Portraits taken by

WALERY i

9 bis, Rue de Tandres,
SPECIAL PRIC Lb

Al ,Itl(ﬂ\ £

BRTISTIC PHOTOGRAPHY
“My Portrait’?

FINEST 19( Aiegﬁ%igiﬁhy ’
PHOTOS o 'PARIS

Mﬁ

& BRUG IT0RE

REQUISITES FROM

ROBERTS ac=

AMERICAN DRYGGISTS.
FRRIS, S Rut 01 1A PAX. PARIS
. R ARMY, HOSPITALS, SANSTARY FORMATIONS
£ CANTEENS
PPLIED ar SPECIAL WHOLESALE RATES,
- PPy IIADUIHIG 1850 PRy, a

Vaselme

Trade Mark

Preparations

bl

French Distributors
BOURDOIS & WEBER
172 Quai de Jemmbpes
PARIS
-

If you have any dif-
ficulty in.obtaining
“Vaseline” Prepar-
ations, please write
us direct, Orders
will be filled by
mail postpaid.
Hiustrated. bookiet
,muz’lci(l !:'-cc OF, reyne:
CHESEBROUGH
MFG COMPANY
. {Consolidared) _
17 State Street .\ w York

)
R TR

TR

: Albin MICHEL, Publisher, 22 Rur Nuyghens, Parss

Soldiers, to Learn French Get the

English & French | HOTEL Fen
1
1

CORTIREETA

3 Ruc de Castiglione, PARIS

DICTIONARY

With French Pronunciation) Price 117,25

GRANDE MAISON de BLANC

PARIS

No Branch in New York

GENTLEMEN'S DEPARTMENT, HOSIERY
Ladies’ Lingerie

LOUVET BROS., Props. 0. BOYER, Manager

LONDON CANN‘ES

-JOHN BAILLIE & co."

1 Rue Auber, PARIS R
{Opposite Ticket Office of Grand Opéra)

The Military Tallors to United Siates Bfficers

All Insignia, Sam Browne Belts, Trench Coats.
Large variety in stock

UNIFORMS MADE TO ORDER IN 24 HOURS

Lkgl. C.V——B E.F., France, writes :-
By wour] Shkm, ray Loots last tw!ee (2] !ong.

PH!!.!.!Ps’ ‘WILITARY’
T

SOLES AMD HEELS

THIN ryobbor plates, with raiced studs, fo bo .

attached on top of ordinary goles and hogls, ving

complete protection from\wear. The rubber uhcd in

aix times more durable than leather, -

They impart smoothness to the trend, give grip,

and px-cvent slipping. FPeet kept dry inwet wcmhcr.

" Worn by the mu{prm' ! Britiah omcen fn Frances
sl Bootiakers in E

.Pricen—; H V"l S'K’OUI‘ - o 510 Pcr sob,

DIES'
Bpa'e!lm‘a—}dens&lcu' 21-. Ludlcs x(.
per Talr)

Sont Post Frop by the Makers o\\'cmbu‘s fth
AMERICAN EXPLDITIONARY FOR
PHILLIPS* PATENTS,

" 142-6 Old Streu. LONDON,

ey

Spectal- |
gueted for

Tl S.A. nnd c'xnum
for & »a.o or Llcenu.

THE GREAT MILITARY OUTFITTERS

KENS!NGTON HIGH ST., LONDON, W.8.

Famous ‘KENBAR’
TRENCH COAT

The “Kenbar™ §s a great favorile
amongst Officers, and can bo thor-
oug‘h!y rehcd upon. Guaranteed
S pmot against  any
Mude from our noted
cbly-proofed  KIENBAR ~CORD.
Tined throughout proofed check
“weollen, and ™ inleriined
oiled fabric. Every de-
tail so nece ¢ for the
strenuous o in the
trenches is embodied in
this excellent Coat. The
qollar can. he worn in
four posifions’ Tho
ricoves “are made with
elhows, and the skirt i
fitted with o g b,
“fonbar' iz the finest cub a
best tailered Trench (wa in London
Cut “‘lh F:'-ln oves nnd wry eauy arme
v be slippedt on over &
d your erder st once men-
urement tas over Sure
L it is guaraatesd

Whliduaehuble Fores lining. 126/ Sunplicd
I e T

(s rtact v Collar of
by, 20/- extra,

reinforced
cut fudi and

vice dacke? ¢, and a pe

»:/
{Reg. No.
395501

B Roae
Kab&%atv\s

KFNSIVGTON w.e

DICKSON. WALRAVE& G
Rue.-dels Ckal:eﬂe, 49.2 Paris




